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Tx appearing wi an AR paſſe laſt 
TL eſſion of Parliment, that a STAMP | 
has been adopted as the Mode of levy- 
ing a Tax of Two pence on all e 5 
for two Pounds, and under twenty 
Pounds; and alſo, a Tax of Four-pence 
on all Receipts | for twenty Pounds and 
upwards, whichare to commence on the 
- _ Day of September ; and as there 
is not to be found in the whole World 
of Finance, one ſingle Inſtance of a 
Stamp being employed to levy a Tax ſo 
general and frequent in its Operations, 
as thoſe now impoſed on Receipts, it 
may perhaps be prudent at this Time to, 
az enquire, 


+ > "Ss i 
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TT 


_ enquire, WHETHER IT BE NOT 
' MORALLY. IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
GOVERNMENT TO SUCCEED 
IN LEVYING THOSE TAXES BY 


THE MODE PROPOSED? the 


more eſpecially as it admits of the oY 
| cleareſt Demonſtration that the Reve- 
nue of ſtamp Duty is naturally ſubject 
to a Fraud, which in certain Circum- 
ſtances, is capable of effecting its total 
Ruin; that this Fraud is carried on by 
means of Counterfeit Stamps, executed 
in ſuch a Manner as to render it utterly 
impracticable for any Perſon whatever 
to «diſtinguiſh them from genuine 
stamps; and that nothing can ſa ve the 
Revenue in queſtion, from falling a 
Sacrifice to this Fraud, but a fixed Pur- 


poſe of the Legiſlature to keep the Du- 


ties of that Department ſo moderate in 
their Rates, and at the ſame Time ſo 
limited in their Operation, that their 


Produce may never appear an Object 


worthy the Purſuit of F orgers; becauſe 
ſo ſoon as a ſtamp Duty is rendered 


| general, aftive and d prot; Re, it becomes 


an 


143 


an irrefiſtible Temptation to the Fraud 
of Counterfeits, and muſt fall an caly 
Prey to the Engravers, not only of this 


will not fail to pour their Counterfeits 


into all the Ports and Creeks of the 
; Kingdom. i Dn, 
 .- In order to aſſiſt the public to Toles 
= important Queſtion, I take the Li- 
| berty of laying before them the few fol- 
lowing Remarks, and ſhall begin with 
conſidering the Mature of a PAPER _ 
STAMP, which is the Inſtrument _ 
be employed in raiſing the aforeſaid 
. Taxes on Receipts. 5 
It is a well known F act, that all Pa- 
per poſſeſſes the Power of imbibing 
Moiſture from damp Air, expands =: 
= Conſequence of ſuch Moiſture and con- 
tracts on being placed in any dry Situa- 
tion. If a Sheet of damp Paper be held 3 
near a Fire it will manifeſt its contract- 
ing Power by rolling itſelf together; 1 
5 and as the Side next the Fire receives | 
more 


Country, but alſo. of France, Holland 
and other neighbouring Nations, who 
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Courſe undergoes a greater degree of 
Contraction, the Paper will be Rag 
| invariably to bend towards the Fire. 
It is alſo well known that all Paper 
in a dry State poſſeſſes an elaſtic Vir- 
due. if a Sheet of ſuch Paper be quick- 
ly preſſed into a globular Figure of a- 
bout three or four Inches in Diameter, 
it will evidence its elaſtic Power by a 
crackling Noiſe and a Motion tending 
towards the Recovery of its former File 
gure. 85 5 
8 Qualities dipind i in a great 
| Meaſure on the original Thickneſs and 
Texture of the Paper. One Sheet may | 
1 poſſeſs theſe Properties in a higher De- 
gree than another, though both ſhould 
de made in the ſame Manner and of 
the ſame Materials, and both taken 
from the ſame Quire, it being imprac- 
ticable to make any two Sheets of Paper, 


fectly the ſame Thickneſs and Quality. 
Theſe depend on an infinite variety of 
Circum- 


more Heat than the other, and 1 


or any ſingle Sheet throughout, of per- 
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Circumſtances, The manner of ſhak- 
ing the Mould—the degree of preſſure 
of the Sheets between the Felts—the 
Space of Time in which they are dried 
the Quality of the Size in which they 
are dipped, and the temperature of te 
Air at the Time the Operation is per- 


formed, cannot poſlibly be aſcertained 


with Preciſion, conſequently it muſt 
be left to Chance, whether any two 
| Sheets of Paper in a thouſand Reams 


| ſhall be of the ſame Quality. | 


If twenty Sheets of Paper in a damp 
5 Rate, and all of different Degrees of Moi- 
ſture, were each to receive a Stamp 
| from the ſame Die, the whole Impreſ 
ſions on being dried, would undergo e 
different Degrees of Contraction in 
proportion to the Moiſture they had 
imbibed. They would all of Courſe 
differ from each other, and having al! 
cContracted more or leſs, not one of 
them would exactly correſpond, even 
with the Die by which they were ſtamp- 
= © It. neceſſarily follows, that al- 
; | though 


a thong h a Counterfeit Stamp, ſhould be 
bow; on Examination to be of ſmaller 
Dimenſions than the genuine Die, it is 
impoſſible to prove it to be a Coun- 
terfeit from that Circumſtance, as no 
one can determine whether this Dif- 
ference may have been the Effect of a 
forged Die, or the natural Contraftion 
of a legal Stamp. 


(8s) 


If that ſpace. of the Paper which 


receives the Impreſſion, be not through- 
cout of the ſame Thickneſs, Quality 
and Moiſture, one Part of the Impreſ- ; 
ſion will of courſe ſhrink more 
than the Reſt, by which Means a 


ſtraight Line will become ſomewhat : 


woo and a Circle aſſume an oval 


Figure. It is therefore evident that al- 
though a Counterfeit Stamp, be found 
with Lines ſomewhat croo od in place 
of ſtraight Ones, or an Oval inſtead 
of a Circle, it is nevertheleſs impoſſible 5 
from theſe Circumſtances to prove it to 
be a Counterfeit, as no one can deter- 
mine whether theſe Differences are the 


Elles > 


„ 

Effects of a forged Die, or the partial 
Contraction of a genuine Stamp. wheat 
When a Sheet of Paper in a dry elaſ- 
tic State receives an Impreſſion, it 


makes an Effort to recover its natu- 
ma Figure, and ſucceeding in ſome 


Degree, obliges the Impreſſion to de- 


viate from the Die by which it was 
ſtamped. The ſubſtance of the Pa- 


per forming the prominent Parts of 


the Impreſſion having been condenſed 
buy the Preſſure, will recover in ſomm 
the" its former open Texture ſoon — 
after the removal of the Die, and 
BB thereby become larger than at the in- 
ſtant the Impreſſion was made. It is 
therefore evident, that although _ 
Counterfeit Stamp ſhould be found 
with larger prominent Parts than any 
genuine Stamp with which it may hap= 
pen to be compared, it is nevertheleſs _ 
impoſſible to prcve it to be a Coun- 
terfeit, as no one can determine, whe 
ther that difference be the Effect of a 
| forged Die, cut in a deep and ill pro- 
portioned Manner, or the mere Con- 


ſequence 
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ty as the Degree of Preſſure is great- 


1 
ſequence of the elaſtic Power of a a ge⸗ 


nuine Stamp. 


Fine Paper receives a better Impreſ- 
ſion from the Die than coarſe Paper. 


The former flies into all the minute 
Crevices of the Die and affords a bold 
Impreſſion with diſtin& and acute 

prominent Parts. The latter, from 

its coarſe Texture cannot reach the 

| ſmall and deep receſſes of the Die and 
therefore yields a faint Impreſſion, 3 

which the prominent Parts are obtuſe 
and ĩmperfect. A Forgery itſelf might 
approach nearer to one or other of 
theſe than they do to themſelves, and 
the two which bore the ſtrongeſt Re- 
ſemblance to each other, might very 
naturally happen to be deemed ge- 
nuine and the other a Fo orgery: $0 _ 
that the genuine Stamps may be ſome- 
times ſuſpected as Forgeries, while 
| Forgeries may be conſidered as ge- 
nuine. The fame differences frequent- 
ly take place in genuine Stamps, al- 


though the Paper be of the ſame Qua- 


( 1 


er at one Time than at another. It 
neceſſarily follows, that although a 
Counterfeit Stamp be found with very 
bbtuſe and imperfect prominent parts, 
it is impoſſible to prove it to be a 
Counterfeit from theſe Circumſtances, 
as no one can determine whether theſe 


. Imperfections be the effects of a forg- 


cd Die cut in a ſhallow and defective 
Manner, or the mere Conſequence of 

a difference in the Quality of the Pa» 
per or of a ſlight preſſure from the ge- | 


nuine Die. 7h | 


4s the moſt durable Metals yield to 
preſſure and friction, the genuine Die 
ittſelf muſt undergo ſome alteration in 
its Figure by being in conſtant Uſe. 
Of courſe the Impreſſions of a new 
Die will differ ſomewhat from thoſe 
made by the {ame Die after it has been 
much uſed. It is therefore evident | 
that a Counterfeit Stamp may differ in 
ſome reſpects from one that is genuine, 
and yet it may be impoſſible to prove 
itt to be a Counterfeit from ſuch Cir- 
ee ee 
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E 
cumſtance, as no one can determine 
whether the Difference may have been 
the Effect of a forged Die or the Con- 

ſequence of that change which may 

have taken place in the genuine Die by 
being for a conſiderable Ti ime in con- 

ſtant ©; . 
The boldeſt Apel. are moſt 0 

ſubject to variation, The prominent a 
Parts being high and ſharp, are very 

| able to be diminiſhed by accidental 
ftiction. Although they may have ſuf- 
fered in this Manner, the Surface may 
pet appear fo ſmooth as to render it 
impoſſible to aſcertain whether they 

7 bare been diminiſhed or not. It there- 8 
fore muſt follow that although a coun- 
terfeit Stamp may be found with lower 

prominent Parts, than any genuine 


5 Stamp with which it may happen to 


be compared, it cannot be proved to 
—— be a Counterfeit from that Circumſtance 
as no one can determine whether ys 
the Effect of a forged Die cut in a 
ſhallow Manner or the diminution 


which a genuine Stamp has ſuffered by 
accidental Friction. oh $2 "The 
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* he prominent Parts of a bold hs 8 
1 preſſion being high and ſharp, are alſo 
liable to be flattened. by accidental 


preſſure. When pH flattened they 


ſometimes double down in an inviſibſe 
Manner over the plain ſpaces of the im- 
preſſion, and thereby render ſuch plain 
Spaces apparently leſs than before while 
they themſelves become broader. At 
other Times the prominent parts in- 
ſtead of doubling down in that Manner, 
force their way in a more perpendicu- 
lar Direction, compreſſing the ſfurround- 
ing plain Spaces, and thereby render 
S ſuch plain Spaces in reality leſs than 
: ar tn It is therefore evident that 
although a Counterfeit Stamp ſhould 
be — to have broader e 
parts and narrower plain Spaces than 
any genuine Stamp with Which! {4 
happen to be compared, it is impoſſible = 
to prove it to be a Counter ſeit from 
theſe Circumſtances, as no one can de- 
termine whether theſe Differences are 
the Effects of a forged Die, or an ac- 
cidental frefſurecn, the prominent Parts - 


of 


( 14) 
of a genuine Stamp; nor is it practica · 
ble to aſcertain with preciſion, the exact 
Diſtances of all the various parts of any 

paper Stamp with a pair of Compaſſes, 

or other wiſe, theſe parts being very mi- 
nute, and the whole body of the Im- 

preſſion being always more or leſs puck- 


ered by the ſuperior Contraction of the bs 


ſurrounding Parts and other cauſes. | 
In order that thoſe who are totally 


unacquainted with the art of Engrav- 


=; may form an Idea how extremely 


eaſy it muſt be for an Engraver to make 


an accurate Die, they may take a piece 


of red Chalk or black Lead and touch 


over the prominent parts of a genuine 
_ Impreſſion, and then lay the face of the 


- Stamp upon a plate of Copper or other 


metal which has been ſpread thinly 
cover with virgin Wax. The Stamp 
after being gently rubbed on the back, 
may be taken off, and the exact Deſign 
of the Impreſſion will be left on the 
Plate, wanting nothing but to be traced 
with the Point or Needle, and ed | 
out * the Graver. 
- C etnter⸗ 
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Counterfeit Stamps are not « ſubjea * 
* the ſame Checks during the Courſe of 
_ Circulation, as Forgeries of another na- 
ture. Bank and other Bills, may be 
detected when two or more Copies are 
|= preſented for payment. The Perſon de- 
manding the Money may be appre- 
| hended on the Spot; if Guilty he is 
puniſhed, if Innocent, he generally 
traces the Author, and ſhould he fail, 
the Hue and Cry is inſtantly raiſed all ; 
over the Country. Counterfeit Re- 
ceipt Stamps on the contrary, may 
multiply and circulate to any extent 
without Detection or Moleſtation, be- 
cauſe a few genuine Stamps are ſuf= 
| ficient to ſereen the public Sale of a 
very conſiderable number of Coun- 
| terfeits; and no legal Stamp can come - 
in the manner of a genuine Bill to de. 
mand Payment of a Sum which a Coun- 
terfeit hasprevioully received. The Re- 
venue may ſuffer an yearly diminution 
of many hundred thouſand Pounds by 
Counterfeits, while it is impoſlible for 
the King J Officers themſelves to de- 
termine | 
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termine whether it has loſt a ſingle 
Fiarthing; conſequentiy. For 74 gh 
counterfeit Stamps are not in t 1 00 
gerous Situation of ae 
Shoplifters or Highway Robbers, whoſe 
D Offences are of a public Nature. Nor 
zs a forged Stamp in the ſame hazard- 
ous Predicament with counterfeit Coin. 
Should there be any Doubt in re- 
gard to the Impreſſion of ſuch Coin, 
recourſe 1 is had to the Colour. Should | 
that not happen to determine the Mat- 
ter, the Weight is conſulted. It it be 
full Weight the Size would be an infal- 
üble Proof, and the Quality of the Me- 


tal, which on a ſtrict Examination, can 


— aſcertained with Preciſion, i is another yy 


Criterion. But a Paper Stamp has no 
other Charactereſtic than the mere Im- 8 
preſſion, and as on this Account, it 


cannot be ſubjected to a variety of T eſts, 


it reſts perfectly ſafe even under the 
ſtirongeſt Suſpicions. | \ Doubts may be 

entertained againſt a Counterfeit Stamm 
but it has been ſhewn that there are 

5 numberleſs Caſes where ſtill greater 
e Doubts 


(ty 7) 
Doubts may ariſe even againſt a ge- 
nuine Stamp. It has been demonſtrat- 


ed that a Counterfeit may be either 
greater ( or ſmaller in all its parts than 
."" genuine Die—that it may have 
ſome Lines awry in place of ſtraight 
ones, and Ovals inſtead of Circles— 
x that it may have faint and imperfe& 0 
| prominent parts inftead of acute and 
diſtin ones, — that its plain Spaces 5 
may be narrower, and its prominent 
parts broader and lower or even broad- 
er and higher than thoſe of any ge- 
nuine Stamp with which it may hap- 
pen to be compared, and that it is ne- 
vertheleſs impoſſible to prove it to be 
Z a Counterfeit from theſe Circumſtances, 
/ every JURY muſt know that even a 
genuine Stamp is liable to all theſe DE- 
VIATIONs from the genuine Die, and 
that no human Sagacity can aſcertain 
the true and full extent of all or any 
one of them. In conſequence of this 


Latitude, a Forger, after deſtroying 


: the moſt faint and imperfect of his Im- 
preſſions, might bring to Sale a croud 5 
. Ot... 


| 
; 
I 
: 
14 
1 
4 
; 
| 


:(- 384) 

of Counterfeits bearing even a Pronges f 

reſemblance to the genuine Die than 
many cf the genuine Stamps them- 

ſelves, and ſhould an Attempt be of- 

fered to convict Retailers or others of 

| Felony on account of being in poſſeſſion 
of paper Stamps, which differ from the 
genuine Die, it is evident that the Per- 
ſons concerned in the genuine Stamps 
would run a much greater risk of being 
ſo convicted than thoſe who are in actu- 

al poſſeſſion of the Counterfeits 


Having thus pointed out the groſs. 
Faults and Imperfections of a PAPER 
STAMP which take place at the inſtant 
it receives the Impreſſion, and alſo the 
Changes it afterwards undergoes, both 
from the inherent qualities of its Com- 
| poſition, and from the external Acci- 
deents to which it is liable, and having 
llikewiſe demonſtrated the impoſſibility 
of diſtinguiſhing Counterfeits from ge- 
nuine Stamps, I proceed to conſider the 
- Encouragement which Counterfeits 
3 | | wilt receive from the Taxes on Receipts, 
3 £4 01 a1hd ee om 


5 
Here lies the CAPITAL MISTAKE 
of the LEGISLATURE. The Fraud 
of Counterfeits which is capable of un- 


dermining and overturning the whole 
Revenue of ſtamp Duty, is a Fraud 


I which may be prevented but cannot 1 


be detected. While the Duties of that 

Department are kept within their pro- 

per Bounds; while they are ſo moder- 
ate in their Rates, and at the fame 


Time ſo limited in their Operation, that 


their Produce cannot riſe to ſuch a 


height i in any part of the Kingdom, 
as to become an Object worthy the 
purſuit of Forgers, they may not re- 


ceive any eſſential Injury from the | 
Fraud of Counterfeits ; but the Legis 


lature have evidently. exceeded 1 


mits which the nature of a ſtamp Duty 5 
has preſcribed, and added to that branch 


of Revenue, an unprecedented Tax on 


| Receipts, which by extending to al! 
parts of the Kingdom, and operating 
; inceſſantly every where, mult raiſe the 


” daily produce of ſtamp Duties in every 
Corner, to x ſuch a height, as will preſent 
many 
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many thouſands of ingenious People | 
with the alluring proſpect of a gen- 
teel Subfiſtence, and in the courſe of 
a few Months, eſtabliſh the Fraud in 
gqueſtion, which it will be utterly im- 
poſſible to eradicate. No Engraver will 


de able to ſet his foot but where he may 


N find a brisk demand for receipt Stamps 
to afford him a fair Opportunity _ 

1 making a handſome Fortune. The 
Field is likewiſe open for the FRENCH, 5 
DUTCH and other Nations to come 
in with their Counterfeits and enjoy the 
priviledge of levying Taxes on the Peo—- 
ple of England. Nor will common 
Engravers be the only Perſons who will 
avail themſelves of the lucrative Ad- 


vantages which this ode of Taxation 


bolqds forth. Many Retailers of stamps 
and others, will no doubt ſoon acquire 
and perhaps have already acquired for 
the Purpoſe, ſo much of the Engtaving 
Art as to enable them to become 
| Sharers in the public Spoil; and chere 
is alſo ſome preſumption that not a 


few 1 ingenious Perſons 1 in the mercan- | 
tile 


„ 
5 
— 


6 an) 
tile Line who may ſometimes have oc- 
caſion to feel the Weight of this Tax 


Wo.ill follow the fame Plan in order 
1 to caſe themſelves of the Burthen, 


Upon che whole, it is evident chat 


= the Faults and Imperfections of a Pa- 
PER STAMP, which take place at 
the inſtant it receives the Impreſſion, 
and likewiſe the Changes it undergoes 
bioth from the inherent Qualities of its 
| Compoſition and from the external 
Accidents to which it is liable, are 
ſuch as muſt render it utterly impo - 
ſible for any Perſon whatever to dif- 
tinguiſh between Counterfeits and 1 
nuine Stamps — that the Fraud of Coun- 
terfeits is only to be prevented, by 
= 2 keeping the ſtamp Duties ſo moderate 
in their Rates and ſo limited in their 
Operation, that their Produce may ne- 
ver riſe to ſuch a Height as to become 
an Object worthy the purſuit of For- 
gers that the Legiſlature have excecd- x 
no theſe Limits, and impoſed an unpre- 


TS --  cedented { 


{3a :] 
cedented Tax on Receipts, which muſt 
introduce and ſupport the Fraud ot 
Counterfeits, which it will be impoſſi- 5 
ble to ſuppreſs.—that Forgers of 
Counterfeit Stamps are not in the 
dangerous men of Houſebreakers, 1 
Shoplifters, or Highway Robbers, 
whoſe Offences are of a public Na- 
ture, and not only give an immedi- 
ate Alarm, but alſo point out the 
Spot where they have been commited, 
which in general leads to a Convics 
tion of the Offender.—that counterfeit 
Receipt Stamps are not ſubject to the 
| fame Checks with other Forgeries— 
« that only a few genuine Stamps will 
be neceflary to ſcreen the public Sale 
of a very conſiderable number of 
Counterſeits, and that the Counter- 
feits may ſoon exceed the number of 
genuine Stamps that ſuch Counter- 
feits will raiſe the Taxes on Receipts 
for the Benefit of Forgers as effectually 
as genuine Stamps can poſſibly do for 
that of Government ; and it follows 


by 
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TO LEVY THE TAXES ON RE- 


| ( 23 ) 
by neeeſſary Conſequence, THAT 
IT Is MORALLY IMPOSSIBLE 


CEIPTS, FOR THE BENEFIT OF © 
GOVERNMENT, BY k = age _ 5 


A STAMP DUTY, which 


plain and direct "Anfwer 15 "ae | 
Queſtion ſtated in the Introduction 


to theſe Remarks. 


= Perhaps the Legiſlature, We . 
may be inclined to make Trial of theſe d 
| Taxes, at all events, before dropping 


them. But ſuch Experiment would 


be. both uſeleſs and ruinous. Uſeleſs, be- 


aduuſe it admits of the cleareſt Demonſtra- 
tion that it is morally impoſſible to levy 
| the Taxes on Receipts for the benefit of 


_ Government by the modepropoſed. And 
it muſt prove a ruinous Experiment, 
becauſe it would draw many hundred 


thouſand Pounds out of the Pockets | 


of the Public, and throw it into the 
Hands of Forgers — would be a 
grievous Burthen on the People without 
affording any eſſential Relief to the 
85 State 
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( 24 ) 
State, and make it neceſſary to add 


new Taxes to compenſate for the Lok 
ſuſtained through Counterfeits, and 
alſo do an irreparable Injury to all 
the other Branches of the Revenue of 
ſtamp Duty; it being evident to every 
one who knows any thing of the hu- 
man Character, that 3 and 
others, after taſting the Sweets of their 
Invention, will not reſt with the Re- 
ceipt Stamps, but will proceed ſome 
Steps further, and try their Hands on 
the common four ſhillings ſtamp Pa- 


per on the Stamps for Bills and pro- | 


miſſory Notes—on Bills of Lading, and 
ſo forth, till they effectually undermine 


the whole Revenue of fawp Duty in 


it 1s 8 che Intereſt of all 


ranks and deſcriptions of Men, whe- 
ther Landholders, Traders or Mechan- 
ics, to join in an early Application to 
Parliament, humbly requeſting an im- 
mediate Repeal of the Stamp Duties 
1 on Recripts, in order to Prevent 2s 


much 4 


( 25 ) 
much as poſſible, that great and ru- 
inous waſte of the public Money, which 
will be the inevitable Conſequence of 
the attempt to levy thoſe heavy and 


extenſroe Taxes W way of a STAMP 0 
DUTY. EF: 
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